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Dr. Babasaheb 
"*tulfl;Juddhist 

Movement in

BALASAHEB KSHIRSAGAR

Euc{dhism has dominated India fo'Tq.t Sun 
u thousand years since the

rhu'd. centurv nc, utJ'?;;i*l ;icr'ur"*"ti Emperor Ashoka' This

ucriod of 1000 ,tu* *J' ""*ia*ta "t 'ntJontn 
age in the history of

in.fua. During *o ,Ii"u'l;;rea.ched gieat heights of progress ur

r:'rany areas. rt i' *u-ioriu "'unt' 
of art' t?"tut"tt'-tducatron' limited

rcspecr for elders ""i"r.'.t[lrJr, 

-Unfortunately 
After the 7th cenilry

Af). the Buddhrst pt'u*"*u btcome extinct slowly due to varlous

rcasons. Bv the t*tlftyh':#;' tr" g'ddi';Dhamma had completely

disappeared i. tt" 'u'ilt"i'iliv 
*r"" t" *at born' Buddhism did not

exist in India for tt" 
-""*t ttt"" centuries' The name of this great

Btr<idha was also .ffiffi;; il1,+:i,;v the people' ut '*:r 
as the

co nte mporarv gt'aati'iitl"g'' suiits ""a-i'u'v 
guadtrlst scholars who'

by therr infallibte d".:r];?i inaiun .rrrn r. i" the pinnacle, have all

passed away.

Revival of Buddha Dhaoma

(1930) and .l;rsdrsh Ka
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(1930) and Jagdish. Kashyap (f 9^3a)^flessed themselves in kashava

garments and carrred^'l';*"1'; for'Dhammakarya' All this cteated a

great awarer,"r, u'noti;il;;;;tt about ihe rich tradition of Buddha

Dhamma.

Arival of Dr. Ambedkar

Dr. Ambedkar was born in 1891 into a socially exploited untouchable

societv. At that t#,^^H'";;s could- 
"oi- 

oJ- tht *t" touch of

,rntor.hubles. prt trr'a? il;' ;t:-e-utJtu' had to endure all the

humiliation una urrgt'Lt' it'at ttre to**on u'touchables had to face'

Even though tt"V f'uftt"-oppo'tu"ity to study in schoot' they had to

endure difFerent "ti#t'i""'J 
humiliation' Dr' Ambedkar was

forbidden to ,it *io'f;il;;;utit studenB and he was denied drinking

water from public ffi;' iiu' wlren t"- tttu'nt a professor and

barrister, he also #;;;";trt; it" -uJqi 
of untouchabilrtv from his

colleagues o, u tity*t*l ii"*u"i' Unable to bear all this inhuman

ffeatment, o,' etnuti?i;;ffi; pu1"ti the established societv' He

orsantzed,t. r,'o'Jt'Hit'una *tpitlq ** to fight ror hqm1nifl1:st

prt Ambedtur,, n rl'ilo"J. ioot pru.. tn lg27 at Mahad' First hme m

Indian history the fight f9r. lryman prrts was 
.f.9'ueht ^under 

Dr'

Ambedkar's teaaerst'ip'Tor drinking *utti fro* Public reservoirs' His

second big battle *Ji^L ;;;til;?Au?*itlnprt in Nashik' It lasted for

5 years from tvtarciJqJii""*"'as' E'en after such a long struggle'

nothing tas t'apptnei ,tt Hindus tognjfy opposed Dr' Ambedkar's

entry into *. ,t*#'-'i"* il;;btdd L conuinced that religion is

not just a curse of ";;;;t;;ulity; 
the untouchables were denied equality'

liberty and frarern;;il;;;; for tr,e .rntouchables to leave religion'

So on 13th octobel'i;:J;";-i"oi" to"rttt"ce' Dr' Ambedkar appealed

to the untou"f,oUftt tol"otut'i u'O;1ia ttrat leaving Hinduism would not

harm you. on the;#;-'"" *iu tt itt rto*"uondage and you will

qarl€wq€fl ''Ifl

'-':tlLl ii:''

:-- 1l:r-.\

,-r 'tl tl li(I
get everything

As soon as Dr. Ambedlcar announced his decision to leave

Hinduism, Muslims, Christians and Sikhs tried to persuade him to

accept their religion' For that theY offered a lot of financial helP and

material resources to Ambedkar and their followers . Since it was not
Dr

his intention to acqu(e material resources, Dr Ambedkar flatly refused

his request without succumbing to any temptauon'
to find a suitable

After this, Dr Ambedkar used his Power

religion that would free his Dalit-exPloited brothers from slavery and

servitude. They succeeded in this. Dr. Ambedkar freed them from the

yoke of untouchabilitY and made them touchable He changed the

despised life and gatned ttre status of a distinguished citizen He brought

them into the mainstream of the nation
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and political rights' Not only tfrgl Uul the self-styled Indian Constitution

keot all their rights """irlJ'ia' 
iherefore' ;h;bt' Ambedkar appealed

foi conversion to Bud;hi:;i1*tti"1--outi*htt*ing 
support from the

Dalit masses' pr' emteJtut'' fust experience of caste-based segregatlon

happened when he ;;;;^';i;ot' siott ttotn r" grew up battling the

oppressions ot the tu"t 'y"t* 
u' t"i--togt-or his life' despite

acquiring .cr.ut'#';;'iil';;": TJ ;;;' the globe' Several

historians have otJ' Ii^it'e understanai"g tf'ut pt' Ambedkar's

conversion to Buddhl'i^ "ttat 
to Ut tttn is a product of his life

exoerience and the tuftu'af influences ?1hirn'
As per Dr."#ililifinauit*'tad failed to secure basic

human rlghts' "rnt fiit'it' *iety does not eive equality of Eeatment'

but the same is easily achieved by to"'^t"iJ"'i said Dr' Ambedkar in his

;il; ii vtumuai' (RoYchowdt'uq' ?91 
7)^ Dr' e*uta#"i""it" n'^aar'J on1*ry' uft::l:i' than 20

years of in-depth '"ffi'H;fi';;s 
of ttre guodha Dhamma is 'man' and

;moraliry, is its rou,iJiti;. Alt;;;*.t h;;;-;elfare-is the purpose of

Buddha Dnamma' Babasaheb *u' "!'?uch 
tnfluenced by this

Dhamma. Another '#ffi;;""r'oo"ng.ttio 
Dhamma is tha-t it teaches

wisdom frorowreaeilffi;;t:Y,-q4;tiand 
equalitv' It is also a

Buddhist religion *'7ittutr"' freedom' equatity and brotherhood'

AccePtance of Buildhism

Dr. Ambedkar converted to Buddhism on 14 October 1956 at the

historic Dhamma Ci'"t'" launch tti"*ony in Nagpr' The

Dhammadilsha ceremlny oiNu.en* *t1'ht lasistage of this Dhamma

journey' Speaking * n"'it of alatget'oJ ut"t the Dhamma Diksha'

Babasaheb excrarmedi'YT'd."t;1 i:,lt^l'J Cinauit* in 1935 and the

struggte has been going o" ever since' 
-This 

historic conversion to

Dikshabhoomi has gi''# tt great satisfa;;;J unimaginable jov' I

feel as if I have utt"'iiit'"ita?o* rltu'"-iet'" 32) The Dharmakirti' a

seventh-cen*'y B'd#fi t"til"r"t' t:iplains trow the Buddha Dhamma

differs from Hindu*;'"ffi -ht C"utor. orlht o"iut-"e is the Lord'

bathing in the holy'i"i *u't"s away '*' I"Jit*gs liberatron through

self-torture, uU tt"" "oncepts 
are not acctotable to Buddhiss' The caste

svstem is also unutttp'oii51 ltaonit1'"il*ntr' 
Dr' Ambedkar has

clarified his decisionl triy afterr" to"t'tJ- ott is october 1956' He

said that he r,ua tno"J"]tt ;"v;;i pt.qt [is' but for the.'Nag' people'

who according to nil# t;;;tilt{:$ tt" mo'emtnt against the Arvan

people and also- ril;'#;-ili;'aJr'1ii'"i*'"i"e 
DJ'q to the Nag

oeople, pr. n-u"i[IlGort.arv. said: 'il" N;g people spread the

ieachings of nt'ogfiil g"dd't'" all 9ve.1 
India' Thus we are like Nag

people. It seems 
"i# 

*"N;;p*prt ritti-tr'itnv in Nagpur and the

[,;
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surrounding country. So they call this city Nagpur, meaning cit-v of

Nags... Nigpur was choserr because of this'" (Balsubraamnian and

Coli,utt, Zbtg) He made22 vows to the people. In th9 first-eight cf
*,.i. uo*, gudahiss are told not to worship Hindu deities' It has been

said that Buddha should not be considered as an incamation of Vishnu,

Hindu rituals and ceremonies should not be performed. The next two

vows state that all human beings are equal. The rest of the vows are':hat

the novices should strictly follow the Arya Ashtangika path so that the-v

canlead a haPPY life.

Mass Movement

,t#

The conversion ceremony at Nagpur on 14s October 1956 was a

miracle. On this day, Dr. Ambedkar brought 5 lakh people with him intcr

the stream of Buddha Dhamma. Thus Dr. Ambedkar in one fel| swoop

transformed the movement for the revival of the Buddha Dhamma int.' a

mass movement. Almost 20 years before he actually converted, 1)r

Ambedkar addressed the Mahars - a section of the community

considered untouchable - in Mumbai, apprising them of his decision to

convefi. In a lengthy yet heavily influential speech, Dr' Ambedkar

urged: ,,... religion is. for man and not man for religion. For getting

human treament, convert yourselves. convert to getting _organized.
convert to becoming srorrg. Convert for securing equality. Convert for

J.ai"g liberry.,, (Baliubraamnian and Gopinath, 2018) On December 6,
"1956,"Dr. Ambedkar died suddenly. Now the guide of the Buddhist

brother is lost. Nevertheless, the conversion movement continued

unabated. The 1961 census showed its miraculous resul6. In 1951, thrrc'

were 1,8,800 Buddhist people in India. According to the 1971 cens-n,

the Buddhist population was 38,12,325. Thus in one fell swoop,

Buddhism became a living religion in India, especially in Maharashtra'

ihe .rumber of Buddhisrs in India has been growing slowly but steadily

since 1961. According to the 2011 census, there are over 84 lakh

Buddhiss in India.
The growth rate of the Buddhist population in India was 360,ir

during 1981-1991. During l9l9-2o}l, the proportion dropped a23.2per
cent. this meant ttrat *re Buddhist movement started by Dr. Ambedkar

slowed down. Considering the rationale behind ttris, it appears that the

so-called activists of the Ambedkarite movement, as per the message trt

Babasaheb's speech dated 14-15 October 1956, courageously retreated'

However, thire has been a significant increase in the Buddhjst

population in some states. For example-the Buddhist population in tht:

itaie of Karnataka was 7,300 n 1991. It rose to 393,000 in 2001.

Karnataka is followed by uttar Pradesh (3,02,000) west Benlal
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(2,43.300) and Arunachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir and SilJcim are
the states 'arith a Buddhist population of over one lakh.

Anong the Buddhists in India, the number of people who
belicve in Dr. Ambedkar is very large and fhey are influential. They
make up 90 percent of the total population. Most of these people live in
Maharashna. The rest of the Buddhiss are scattered all over India.

Influence of Buddhism

The teachrngs of the Buddha are the path to salvation. The change that
has :aken place among those who have embraced the Buddha's way of
life is signifrcant, and the reason why Dr. Ambedkar chose this Dhamma
is jr:stifiable. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar did not embrace Hinayana or
Mahayana He himself is said to have embraced a Navyana or Neo-
Buddhism. Hence, his 'The Buddha and his Dhamma' also reflects his

neo-Buridhist conception of Buddhism. K. David Pandya has rightly
calleti ir a Neo-Buddhist religion text. He writes: "The Buddha and His
Dhamrna" can be fteated as the religion text of Neo-Buddhism and in it
are the Doctrinal tenets. This compendium has assimilated the substance

of the Buddhist literature devoid of any supernatural or tantric or Yogic
expericnces. Such a text should be acclaimed as an universal authority
on Br;cldhism." (Wagh 15) In short, there has been a kind of revolution
in the lives of those who have embraced the path of the Buddha. They

have been freed from the crocodile clutches of Sanatani Hindus. They

have created their own cultural identity. They are awate of their own
rights. E.ven though they are financially weak but they are moving

forward with patience and confidence. They do not believe in

miscsnceptions and do not follow the old rusty traditions. He is

convinced that progess is possible only through hard work, education

and self+ffc.rt.

Conclusion

The Brrrl.dhisr movement in India, which stalted n 1956, has come a

long rvav. Dr. Ambedkar took Dhamma Diksha on 14th October 1956 at

DeJksnabnoomi and appealed to his millions of followers to follow the

path of Buddha which has become a holy pilgrimage site for Buddhists.

Eurry y.u, in the month of October, on the occasion of Ashok

Vijaya.lashami, all the roads 61re fiIIed towards Deekshabhoomi.

tvtitiorls of devout Buddhists from all over the country come to the land

of inrtiation to pay their respects to their liberator. If Dr. Ambedkar is

left with no leadei in the world today who has been lovingly placed in

the hearts of millions of people. This Dhamma movement of Indian

Buddhiim is constantly moving forward.
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